any moment an innniteiy trnm lamina acicieu. TO wie previous suriace will have the same stress as that previous surface has, and that consequently to cause a crystal of ice to grow when under stress a greater cold will be requisite than to cause one to grow when free from stress. It will then follow as suggested in the foregoing letter that at the most stressed points the growth will be resisted but will be left more free at any points of the crystals of ice which may be free from stresses. This I think may tend to cause original straight spicula to grow out into branches thus:—though I have not sufficiently observed the actual growth of crystals to venture to say much positively on this point. I am feeling better to-day and was teaching at the College for three hours, and out walking afterwards.
Your affectionate brother,
JAMES THOMSON.
W. Thomson replies to this in a letter of Dec. 10th, 1861, as follows:—
"I think your last on the growth of crystals is satisfactory, but it is a very difficult subject, and I must think more about it before I write again on it."
38.   CORRESPONDENCE WITH H. C. SORBY, F.R.S., ON GEOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF PRESSURE.
BROOMFIELD,
SHEFFIELD. February 5, 1862.
MY DEAR SIR,
I make no apology in doing what I should be glad for anyone to do to me, and therefore write to you, although not known to you personally.
I have just received the Proceedings of the Royal Society, and read your paper on crystallization etc. p. 473 * with the greatest pleasure; since it has been published most opportunely, and serves most admirably to clear up a curious geological difficulty. The fact is, I had come to very nearly the same conclusions as you * [No. 36, supra, p. 236.J